May 8, 2012

Bless us this day and every day. May
all that is done here this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

—————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to
clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote on
agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of
the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. PITTS) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. PITTS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

————

BABY PILLS

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, on the back
of today’s Wall Street Journal, which I
have in my hands, is featured a shock-
ing story about pills coming from
China containing human flesh. South
Korean authorities intercepted tens of
thousands of capsules and confirmed
that they were composed of ground up
pieces of aborted fetuses and were mar-
keted as ‘‘stamina boosters.”

This horror again reiterates why we
should be concerned with pharma-
ceuticals coming from mainland China.
These human flesh capsules are both
abhorrent and a threat to health, pos-
sibly containing superbacteria. It is re-
volting to discover that there are indi-
viduals in China who will attempt to
pass off such an abomination as medi-
cine.

The Journal goes on to note that it
was just last month that regulators
cracked down on pills from China con-
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taining high amounts of chromium, a
known carcinogen. Today’s grim news
reminds us to be vigilant in protecting
the safety of our drug supply chain and
to carefully monitor health products
coming from China. These pills are a
terrible affront to human dignity and a
serious danger to health.

————

STUDENT LOAN INTEREST RATES

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, unless
Congress acts, millions of students will
see their student loan interest rates
double from 3.4 percent to 6.8 percent
on July 1 of this year. This issue is im-
portant to students, parents, teachers,
and businesses all across my home
State of Rhode Island. It will result in
more than 43,000 students paying more
than $34 million in additional interest
costs. We must act on this issue.

But some in this Chamber have put
partisanship ahead of good public pol-
icy and propose extending these rates
by cutting funding for preventative
health care. Today the Senate will be
voting on cloture for a bill that would
extend low-interest student loans by
closing a tax loophole. I would like to
especially thank my State’s senior
Senator, JACK REED, for his leadership
in highlighting this issue on the Senate
side and making sure that Congress
acts in the best interests of working
families.

I urge my colleagues in the House to
reconsider their course of action and to
not propose a false choice between the
welfare of our young people and public
health. We owe it to our young people
to ensure that we prevent these rates
from doubling.

———————

SALUTE TO THE 150TH HERITAGE
CELEBRATION OF THE GREAT
FREDERICK FAIR

(Mr. BARTLETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BARTLETT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today and urge my colleagues to join
me in saluting the 150th Heritage Cele-
bration of what is now known as the
Great Frederick Fair of Frederick
County, Maryland. I have been attend-
ing it now for a third of its life, for 50
years. It will take place May 19 and 20
at the E-ventplex at the Frederick
Fairgrounds.

Our Civil War and influenza out-
breaks were among the events which
precluded consecutive exhibitions since
the inception of the first fair with com-
petitions and exhibitions of livestock
and other entries organized by the
Frederick County Agricultural Society
in 1821.

The first such event was entitled the
Cattle Show and Fair and was held on
May 23 and 24, 1822, at George Creager’s
Tavern at the Monocacy Bridge. Today
the Frederick County Agriculture So-
ciety still exists, with 250 life members.
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The next venture was the Farmers
Club, organized on November 22, 1849,
which then held an exhibition where
the Maryland School for the Deaf now
stands on October 12-14, 1853.

The present site of the Great Fred-
erick Fair was purchased at 797 East
Patrick Street in the early 1900s. Con-
struction began in 1911 with the grand-
stand, which is still used today. The
Great Frederick Fair is a testament to
the ongoing contributions of farmers to
the economy and civic life of Frederick
County, Maryland. You need to come.
It’s the best fair in Maryland.

REPUBLICAN RECONCILIATION
BUDGET BILL

(Ms. HAHN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, I've been a
Member of Congress for almost a year
now, and in that time, I don’t think
anyone would accuse me of not trying
to be bipartisan. I enjoy my Republican
friends. I like working together to get
things done.

But bipartisanship does not equal si-
lence. Budgets are a reflection of our
values, and the Republican reconcili-
ation budget bill coming to the floor
this week runs contrary to everything
I believe in. The Republican budget
makes drastic cuts to schools, to
health care, to investment in our chil-
dren’s future, and it also guts valuable
programs like Meals on Wheels for our
seniors. Yet it does not ask for a single
contribution from the wealthiest
among us, nor the most profitable cor-
porations in the world.

Being a friend means being able to
tell them when they’re wrong, and to
my Republican friends, this budget
doesn’t reflect who we are as a Nation.
It’s wrong.

————
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PRESCRIPTION DRUG ABUSE

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, in a dev-
astating trend the Centers for Disease
Control is calling a public health epi-
demic, prescription drug death rates in
the United States have more than tri-
pled since 1990. In a strange twist of
fate, addictive prescription painkillers
are killing our children, causing a life-
time of pain for grief-stricken parents.

This week, the parents of Michael
David Israel join other parents on Cap-
itol Hill to call for changes to prevent
these tragedies. The Centers for Dis-
ease Control is recommending the im-
plementation of prescription drug mon-
itoring programs, State-run electronic
databases used to track the dispensing
of controlled drugs to patients. States
must move quickly to implement this
technology, and the Federal Govern-
ment should support this commonsense
transition to electronic  medical
records.
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